
This is the last issue you’ll see of the 
“DCS Bulletin” which we’ve been 
distributing from the Division of  
Community Services for some time, 
now. 
 
As most of you are aware, in the last 
legislative assembly, the Division was 
administratively realigned. None of the 
underlying programs within the divi-
sion have been changed. The Division 
still is home to the Community Devel-
opment Block Grants program, the 
states energy conservation programs, 
low-income assistance programs in-
cluding community service block 
grants and home weatherization, the 
HOME program, and Renaissance 
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Zones are just some of the division 
activities which will remain un-
changed. 
 
The Division has now been included 
as an element of the newly created 
Department of Commerce. Other divi-
sions in the Department are Economic 
Development and Finance, Tourism, 
and Workforce Development. 
 
We’ve now been working to create a 
unified department with a unified look 
and the use of a key positioning state-
ment. That statement, “A new state of 
business,” was arrived at following 
extensive analysis of Department ac-
tivities, strengths, and goals. After 

much development it was selected: a 
bold declaration of  the department’s 
most important messages, incorporat-
ing the acts that this is a new depart-
ment, that the state is interested in  
creating new jobs from new busi-
nesses, and thereby improving the 
quality of life for all its residents. 
 
The graphics that accompany all  
DOC publications will include a new 
logo, in which a state outline provides 
the shape for a bar code, positioning 
North Dakota as a product. This 
graphic reflects the appearance future 
issues will have. 
 
(Continued on Page 4) 

DCS Bulletin Changes 

DCS Energy Program Man-
ager Kim Christianson has 
been named an ex-officio 
member of the board of     
directors of the Wind Energy 
Council, based in Grand 
Forks. Wind Energy Council 
members include wind tur-
bine manufacturers, wind  
turbine component manufac-
turers, wind  farm developers, 
and manufacturers and busi-
nesses providing goods and 
services to the wind industry. 
 
The Wind Energy Council’s primary 
objective is to promote and foster  the 

development and growth of a 
vibrant wind energy industry 
in the Upper Midwest. The 
council focuses on legislative 
issues, market development, 
transmission issues and build-
ing relationships with other 
energy industry groups in the 
Upper Midwest. 
 
DCS has long  been involved         
 in the field of wind energy 
development and continues  to 

actively work with local development 
corporations to assess wind resources. 
The council’s web site can be found at 
windenergycouncil.org. 

Kim Christianson Named to Wind Energy Council 

Kim Christianson 
Energy Program Manager 



 • Dickinson’s Women’s Alliance, 
Inc., receives $112,801 for its 
supportive housing project. 

 
 • Devils Lake’s Grand Lodge of 

North Dakota receives $350,025 
for its supportive housing pro-
ject. 

 
 • Grand Forks’ Prairie Harvest  

Human Services Foundation 
receives $170,000 for its suppor-
tive housing project. 

 
 • Minot’s Rehab Services, Inc., 

receives $309,490 for a transi-
tional housing project for men. 

 
Supportive housing projects not  
only provide shelter, but also ser-
vices like independent living skills, 
job search assistance, child care as-
sistance, medical and dental assis-
tance, and mental health counseling. 
North Dakota, through DCS, has 
been given a $286,000 emergency 
shelter grant to help fund the opera-
tions of homeless shelters and do-
mestic violence centers around the 
state. 
 
DCS received $60,000 to develop 
and implement a homeless manage-
ment information system. HUD is 
requiring the data tracking system be 
in place by September 2004 as a 
condition for receiving future grants. 
 

The federal monies granted to North 
Dakota are helping to fund the state’s 
Continuum of Care Plan. The North 
Dakota Coalition for Homeless Peo-
ple, Inc., is the lead entity for the 
state’s plan. 
 
The March survey was conducted at 
shelters, social service agencies, 
community action agencies, regional 
human service centers and other lo-
cal organizations that provide ser-
vices to the homeless.  The survey 
showed 136 of those homeless were 
children under age 17; 315 were 
males with an average age of 40;  
and 239 were women with an aver-
age age of 34.  
 
Unemployment or underemploy-
ment was the major cause of home-
lessness followed closely by the 
availability of safe, affordable   
housing.  
 
Other causes identified in the survey 
were substance abuse, mental health 
issues, domestic violence and physi-
cal disabilities. 
 
According to Govig, in addition to 
the HUD grants, the North Dakota 
Continuum of Care Plan generates 
more than $6.8 million in other  pub-
lic and private assistance at the local 
level to address the homeless prob-
lem in the state. 

A March 2002 survey found 690 
homeless individuals and families in 
North Dakota on any given night – a 
number equivalent to the population of 
Center in Oliver County. To help ad-
dress the long-term needs of the state’s 
homeless population, the state received 
nearly $2 million from the US Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) in December. 
 
“As part the state’s Continuum of Care 
Plan, this funding helps identify the 
causes of homelessness, the needs of 
those who are homeless, and how to 
assist homeless individuals and fami-
lies attain permanent housing and self 
sufficiency,” says Paul Govig, director 
of the North Dakota Department of 
Commerce Division of Community 
Services (DCS). 
 
DCS received a $517,200 grant for a 
“Shelter Plus Care” program. The pro-
gram will help to pay rent and provide 
permanent housing for disabled home-
less individuals and their families. 
 
Tran Doan, DCS program administra-
tor, said homeless programs in Fargo, 
Grand Forks, Minot, Devils Lake and 
Dickinson are receiving more than $1.1 
million of the HUD grant:  
 
 • Fargo Housing and Redevelopment 

Authority receives $189,468 for its 
“Shelter Plus Care” program. 
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North Dakota Receives Nearly $2 Million to Address Needs of Homeless 

Homeless….. 



working together to provide quality 
housing to low-income people.” 
 
In New Salem, the city donated the 
lots and hookups for the houses, 
which are being extensively reno-
vated. Will Laintz, director of 
AHDI, said the houses will be ready 
for occupancy in early April. 
 
Meanwhile, the same project is 
helping to renew the Bismarck 
neighborhood where the houses once 
stood. The HOME Program is funding 
construction of two new duplexes at the 
site. The first duplex is already built 
and the second is in the planning stages. 
The four units are designed to accom-
modate persons with severe disabilities. 
 
Despite the ongoing success of the 
HOME Program in North Dakota, the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) is proposing a 26 
percent reduction in the state’s HOME 
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HOME Program Partnerships Helping New Salem and Bismarck 
Creamery Hill in New Salem is on its 
way to being occupied once again.  
Four houses slated by the Burleigh 
County Housing Authority to be demol-
ished in Bismarck were moved to the 
site in New Salem where the town’s 
creamery once stood. The houses are 
being completely renovated to help 
meet the demand for low-income hous-
ing in the Morton County community. 
 
With assistance from the Division of 
Community Services HOME Program, 
Affordable Housing Developers Inc. 
(AHDI) bought the houses and moved 
them to New Salem. AHDI is a non-
profit organization that renovates exist-
ing structures and builds new housing 
to help meet the need for safe, afford-
able housing in western North Dakota. 
 
Michael Spletto, HOME Program man-
ager for the Department of Commerce, 
said, “This is an example of state and 
local governments and organizations 

D C S  B U L L E T I N  

On July 1, 2003, North Dakota will 
become the 37th state to implement a 
statewide program for assuring that 
modular residential and commercial 
structures built in a factory and 
erected in North Dakota are built to 
comply with specific statewide 
building and related codes. This will 
be a major benefit to all of those cities 
and rural areas that are unable to af-
ford or have access to building inspec-
tors. The new program was created by 
the Legislature in 2001 and will be 
entitled the, “Third-party Inspection 
Program.” 
 
What is a modular residential and 
commercial structure, and how will 
the program work? A modular build-
ing is one that is built in a factory to 
either the state or local building codes. 
In our case, they will be built to state-
wide codes, specifically the North Da-
kota State Building Code, State Elec-
trical Code, State Plumbing Code, 
State Accessibility Code, and State 

funds based on new census data and the 
funding formulas used by HUD. De-
clining rural populations throughout the 
Midwest could result in reduced fund-
ing for programs in the region. North 
Dakota is slated for the largest de-
crease. 
 
However, Spletto and Paul Govig,  
DCS Director, are working with the 
state’s Congressional delegation and 
are optimistic that some of the proposed 
cuts can be restored. 

Energy Code. In the 
case of modular residen-
tial houses, these are 
not what everyone com-
monly refers to as 
“mobile” homes. When 
these buildings are com-
pleted, they are of 

“closed construction,” which means 
that they cannot be inspected by local 
building inspectors unless the walls 
are opened. The purpose of the pro-
gram is to assure that when they 
leave the factory, they have been in-
spected and will not have to be in-
spected locally, except for a walk-
through to look for obvious prob-
lems. A “factory” is currently  de-
fined as an individual or entity that 
manufactures industrialized/modular 
buildings. It does not include build-
ings built by high schools, voca-
tional/ technical centers, and colleges 
or universities as part of a bona fide 
educational program. If House Bill 
1345, as amended, passes, a factory 

New Modular Building Program 

Creamery Hill Housing Project in New Salem 

will also not include an individual or 
entity who builds fewer than six in-
dustrialized/modular buildings a year.  
 
In a nutshell, our new program will 
work through an agreement with an 
entity known as the Industrialized 
Buildings Commission (IBC). This  
is actually an interstate compact 
started by the states of Minnesota, 
New Jersey, and Rhode Island. The 
purpose of the compact is to stream-
line regulations that govern modular 
buildings – from design and manu-
facture to delivery and installation – 
and to eliminate costly duplication of 
reviews and inspections by multiple 
jurisdictions. This program will also 
benefit in-state manufacturers if our 
program is accepted in other states. 
The IBC will certify third-party agen-
cies, will provide the labels to be 
placed on buildings to show that they 
have been built to our codes, will 
monitor the activities of the third-
party entities on-site in the factories 



The Department would prefer to 
minimize the amount of traditional  
“snail mail” sent out and contact as 
many people as we can by sending 
the publications like this one out by 
e-mail. We would have significant 
cost savings in reducing postage, and 
handling and bundling expenses. If 
you are able to receive this newsletter 
by e-mail, please let us know. Send 
your notice to: dsc@state.nd.us. 
 
The DOC is the most recent move for 
what has been a bit of a vagabond 
agency.  Several years ago, the Divi-
sion (even more formerly the Office 
of Intergovernmental Assistance) was 
administratively placed within the 
Office of  Management and Budget 
(OMB), after evolving from the old 
federal aid coordinator’s office. 
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to assure that buildings are being 
built to code and inspected, and will 
make sure that if problems are found, 
that the third-party agency and manu-
facturer identify and solve the prob-
lem. Our role at the state level will be 
to handle any consumer complaints 
and to work with the IBC to take care 
of the complaints.  
 
As with any new venture, implement-
ing the program will be a “work in  
progress.” Essentially we are setting 
sail on a new adventure in partner-
ship with an entity that knows the 
waters, but we will be navigating 
them for the first time. There will be 
some choppy waters and some rough 
weather at first, and we will have to 
work hard to get our sea legs, but 
eventually, if we all work together, 

we can calm the waters and have 
smooth sailing. The bottom line is that 
the program has tremendous potential 
to assure that the citizens of North 
Dakota who purchase modular resi-
dential and commercial structures are 
purchasing structures that are well 
built, safe and affordable.  
 
As we get closer to July 1, 2003 and 
sign the agreement with the IBC, we 
will provide more information about 
how the program will work. We hope 
that everyone will help us make this a 
good program for the benefit of all of 
our citizens.  
 
Please keep an eye on our web site,  
www.state.nd.us/dcs for more in-
formation, or contact Richard Gray   
at rgray@state.nd.us or 328-3698. 

Bulletin (con’t from page 1) Third-party Inspection (con’t from page 3) 




